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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Fluoridation Factsheet

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

As noted in the previous e-Flash, qldwater has created a new FactSheet to assist members in selecting among the three chemicals used in fluoridation of water supplies. Many Councils are currently questioning which of the three fluoridation methodologies they should adopt. This decision will determine the type (and cost) of each treatment facility and will depend to some extent on local requirements. However, there are a lot of myths floating around along with some biased opinions on which is best. Ultimately it is a Council’s decision on which method to use. 

This factsheet is designed as a guide and is based on information gathered from a number of sources and will be updated if any information changes. If you have any comments or suggestions, please email Rob Fearon. The FactSheet can be accessed under water issues/fluoridation on the qldwater members-only site (don’t forget to login or email ‘send password’ to enquiry@qldwater.com.au if you need a new password).
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Installation of Meters

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

qldwater has created a discussion paper on the contentious issue of installation of water meters. In the past there has been debate as to whether the installation process requires a licensed plumber. The discussion paper discusses the customary approach to such installation by Water Service Providers along with recent legislative changes that have led to the Department of Infrastructure and Planning re-interpreting legislation and issue a News Flash requiring all meter installations to be undertaken by licensed plumbers. Consequently one Council has been taken to task for installing meters using unlicensed workers. This dispute is yet to be resolved. 

The paper argues that installation of Water Service Provider’s infrastructure must be undertaken by appropriately trained personnel but that unnecessary constraints should not limit the type of training staff have undertaken. This is a particularly restrictive requirement at the current time in the Queensland water industry where underlying staff shortages have been exacerbated by drought, council amalgamations, and significant water industry reform. Comments are welcome on the discussion draft which can be viewed under Drafts for Review on the www.qldwater.com.au members-only site (don’t forget to login or email ‘send password’ to enquiry@qldwater.com.au if you need a new password)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. Review of WRP and ROP Planning Processes

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The State is currently reviewing the processes for developing Water Resource Plans and Regional Operations Plans. The aim of the review is to identify improvement opportunities and potentially reduce the time required in creating these plans. The Department of Natural Resources and Water is consulting with a number of representative bodies to ensure the review is comprehensive and does not jeopardise critical consultation paths currently within the planning processes for WRPs and ROPs. Both qldwater and LGAQ are on the State reference group for the project and we are seeking any feedback Councils might have on WRPs and ROPs to inform the review. Feedback, comments or suggestions can be forwarded to Rob Fearon or Mark Piorkowski (contact details below).

Rob Fearon (qldwater): phone 3252 4701 or email  rfearon@qldwater.com.au
Mark Piorkowski (LGAQ) phone 3000 2226 or email  Mark_Piorkowski@lgaq.asn.au 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
4. qldwater Treatment Plant Tour

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

                      

We are currently organising the annual tour of small and remote Councils which has been a successful service offered by qldwater in the past two years. qldwater will travel to a number of councils in the second week of June and bring along experts to update Councillors and Council officers on recent developments that will impact them in the fast-changing water industry. As before, we will also bring along an expert in Sewage and Water Treatment who can inspect the local plant and provide a brief review on any issues that need addressing or tweaking. In the past Councils have commented that this tour provides an opportunity to gain independent advice on local infrastructure and also to get a straight forward briefing on new requirements, legislation and policy direction. All qldwater members may register an interest but priority will be given to small and remote Councils and those that missed out last year. If you have any questions or wish to nominate your Council and receive further information, please contact Heather Gold at hgold@qldwater.com.au.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au/ 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
